In an open letter of 5 December last, which was published in Proceedings and circulated with the Diary Cards, I told you of the Society's purchase of Chandos House/10 Duchess Mews, and I promised to let you know of further developments there. This letter is intended to keep you up to date with Council's plans.
Overnight Accommodation The first part of the premises to be used will be 10 Duchess Mews. Here there will be ten bedrooms for use by members and their wives, most of them with twin beds. There will also be a lounge, and a morning room where light breakfasts will be served. The resident staff will consist of a married couple and two handymen, and there will also be a night porter and a daily maid.
The date for opening this Domus Medica is undecided, but I hope that it will be in use by the summer. Information about the services to be provided and about prices and the manner of making reservations will be sent to you in the near future.
When the Domus Medica is opened, the squash court in the premises will be brought into use and arrangements for booking it will be announced.
Official Opening ofChandos House
It is expected that Chandos House itself will be formally opened at an evening reception on Tuesday, 21 July next, at which newly elected Honorary Fellows will receive their diplomas. This will provide members of the Society and their wives with an opportunity of seeing these very fine premises in particularly pleasant circumstances, and I do hope that many will avail themselves of it. Detailed arrangements for the reception will be circulated in due course.
Uses to which Chandos House will beput Meanwhile, preparations are being made for the occupation at a later stage of other parts of the house. Accommodation in the basement is being made ready to receive little-used books and journals, so freeing space for the library at 1 Wimpole Street; and other rooms there are already proving useful for general storage. Plans are being considered for furnishing the ground and first floors in time for meetings and receptions during the coming session, and the rooms on the two upper floors will be equipped as offices in time for occupation from January 1965 by the Society or, pending the Society's need of them, by other learned Societies on short-term leases.
Cost ofthe New Premises As I told members in my last letter, the price paid by the Society for a 99-year lease of these premises was substantial. In fact, the total cost of the lease, conveyance, fees, structural alterations and furnishings will probably turn out to be close to £300,000. The Society could not raise the money required from its existing liquid reserves and, in order to be able to go ahead, arranged to borrow from the bank on a short-term basis. The problem now is to raise this amount of money, so as to be able to repay the bank and to bring to an end the heavy interest charges. This Council hope to do with help from the great charitable foundations, which are now being approached. If we are successful in this, we shall not be apxious about our ability to meet the additional riiuning costs of the enlarged Society.
Internal Appeal to Members for Donations and Furniture There are two ways in which members of the Society may be able to help to bring this great venture to a successful conclusion. First, they may care to contribute to the internal appeal for funds for the development of the new premises. This appeal so far has been addressed only to Past Presidents, to Honorary Officers, to Council and to members of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, and to a small number of Fellows; but already, mainly by deed of covenant, 50 contributors have promised a sum of over £10,000. I very greatly hope that equally generous contributions will be forthcoming from other members of the Society when they are approached.
Secondly, there may be members who can offer now gifts of antique furniture for Chandos House. To furnish this magnificent house worthily would cost a very great deal of money, and what the Society itself is able to buy will inevitably be utilitarian in character. Not everything that is offered may be suitable, but Council will deeply appreciate all offers that are made and will welcome them as soon as possible.
Arrangementsfor Viewing the Premises Finally, I should say that arrangements have been made for a janitor to be on duty at Chandos House from 11 a.m. until 12.30 p.m. daily, from Monday to Friday, so that members wishing to see the new premises may do so. Admittance will be granted on production of a Membership Card. Yours sincerely, TERENCE CAWTHORNE President
